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Chris Hampton, a sophomore art major, is one of many students 
who skateboard to and from class. 
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Skating boundaries proposed 


_The proposed 


plan would allow 
skateboarding in 
designated areas. 


By CourtTNEY TOMPKINS 
Staff Writer 4 


After a semester of increased skate- 
boarding ticketing, stops and warn- 
ings, University Chief of Police Fer- 
nando Solorzano announced plans to 


amend the skateboarding policy on 


campus at last week’s Associated Stu- 
dents Itic. meeting. 
Under the current policy, skate- 


boarding is illegal anywhere on cam- 
pus and has been for years, according 
to the City of Long Beach’s municipal 
code 10.54.040(G). University Police 
are working with Facilities Manage- 
ment to find a way to allow skate- 
boarding in designated areas, accord- 
ing to Solorzano. 

“Skateboarding has really evolved 
over the years — where it was once 
considered a toy, it is now a true means 
of transportation, and I think it would 
be good for a campus like ours to uti- 
lize it in that way,” Solorzano said. 

The rate for a skateboarding citation 
is $236, according to Solorzano. Some 
students are concerned that Univer- 
sity Police officers are just trying to 
generate revenue by cracking down 
on skateboarding, but they are largely 


unaware that any fines collected go di- 
rectly to the City of Long Beach and 
not to the university, Solorzano said. 

Most skateboarders use their boards 
primarily as a way to get around cam- 
pus, but there are some who weave 
their way in and out of packed side- 
walks or speed downhill — causing 
potential harm to themselves or other 
students around them. 

Junior human development major 
Caylen McDonald said skateboarding on 
campus doesn’t bother her but that she 
hates when people skate through busy 
areas like the Liberal Arts corridor. 

“T’ve seen people almost get run 
over by skateboarders who aren’t 
paying attention and it. just doesn’t 
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STEM majors 
must climb — 
higher tree 


A new STEM eligibility 
index was made for 
fall 2013 applicants. 


By DANIELLE CARSON 
AND 


SHIRIN Nina Moussavi 
Staff Writers 


While majors in science, tech- 
nology, engineering and math bear 
a heavy burden, a higher STEM 
eligibility index is making sure 
that students are capable of carry- 
ing the load. 

Starting fall 2013, all applicants 
for science, technology, engineer- 
ing and math (STEM) majors will 
have to meet higher requirements 
to be accepted into their respected 
major, according to Lynn Ma- 
honey, the associate vice president 
of undergraduate advising. 

Currently, applicants are admit- 
ted to STEM majors based on their 
ability to meet or exceed the mini- 
mum “STEM Eligibility Index.” 
Each applicarit’s eligibility index 
is determined through a ranking 
system that uses their high school 
GPAs and SAT or ACT math 
scores to determine their eligibil- 
ity for the STEM majors. 

Freshmen applicants have need- 
ed a minimum score of 2,900 on 
the “STEM Eligibility Index” in 
order to be accepted, according to 
the CSULB website. With the new 


changes, however, the minimum — 


score for freshmen-has been raised 
to 3,200. Transfer- students will 
still have to meet a score of 3,502. 
In addition, the new index for 
STEM majors weighs more heav- 
ily on the SAT math score, making 
it count double in the cumulative 
eligibility index, according to Ma- 
honey. — 
These changes are set to take 
effect in fall 2013. However, Vice 
Provost David Dowell said that 


See STEM, Page 3 


Art gets created after dark 


’ Students take 


advantage of the. 
studio space inside the 
Fine Arts buildings. 


By KIMBERLY JACOBS 
Staff Writer ~ 


_ While most buildings on Cal State 


Long Beach’s campus lock up each: 


night, the doors to the Fine Arts build- 
ings remain open for art students well 


beyond typical schooling hours — an 
option that other students wish they 
could share in. - 

Senior drawing and painting rha- 
jor Jamie Villatoro sometimes blasts 
upbeat music while finishing her 
painting at 10:30 p.m. in the FA build- 
ings, which the Cal State Long Beach 
School of Art leaves open 24 hours a 
day for art students. 

Villatoro said she appreciates the 
option of coming to school late at night 
and working on her assignments. 

“T feel I get more work done here, 
outside of class,” she said. 

However, while some students may 
pull all-nighters in the FA buildings, 


students at the engineering buildings 
on the opposite side of campus are 
faced with a sign-stating the buildings’ 
hours of operation, which end at 11 p.m. 
on weekdays and 8 p.m. on weekends 
and holidays. Beneath this information 
is a disclaimer stating, “Anyone in the 
building outside of these hours will be 
subject to disciplinary action.” 

Senior aerospace engineering major 
Nicole Radovcich said she wishes that 
the 11 p.m. cut-off time was extended. 


“Tf the building was open 24 hours, 


it would make lives a lot easier,’ Ra- 
dovcich said via email. “Some pro- 
grams we need for our classes are only 
available on the school computer.” 
However, because finals week is 
quickly approaching,. an extension 
has been made for use of the labs in 


‘ Brittany Hays | Daity 49eR 
Ceramic majors Ryan Flores and Crystal Alexander work well into the night to finish their projects-in the ceramics studio. 


the engineering buildings, according 
to Dean of the College of Engineering 
Forouzan.Golshani. Golshani said the 
normal hours of operation apply only 
to the engineering buildings with labs, 
which house machinery that requires 
supervision from a technician who has 
been trained to use the equipment. 

“There are provisions that we have to 
make,” Golshani said. “Our biggest prob- 
lem is safety of our students and everyone 
who has business in our buildings.” 

The buildings with labs include the 
Engineering and Computer Sciences, 
the Vivian Engineering Center and 
the Engineering Technology build- 
ings. During finals week, a technician 
will be present to assist students until 
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International 
students 
frustrated by 
cancellation fee 


Students studying for 
only the fall semester 
must pay to cancel 
their housing. 


? 


By Lucas McMASTER 
Staff Writer 


Shivali Pabari knew that studying 
abroad at Cal State Long Beach would 
be expensive, and she has paid her way 
without complaint. 

But now, with just weeks until her re- 
turn home, she feels taken advantage of 
by one fee too many. 

In addition to travel costs, expen- 
sive nedical insurance and the price of 
campus housing, international students 
attending CSULB on a semester ex- 
change program must pay a $200 can- 
cellation fee to break their housing con- 
tract, according to the CSULB website. 

“We chose this school for a reason; we 
came all the way here, and I just think 
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A hidden fee is charged to international students who stay for only one semester. 


they would appreciate that,” Pabari said. 

“For the price we pay, it would just be 

considerate to make an exception.” 
Pabari, a senior international busi- 


ness major from England, said she re-_ 


ceived a letter from the Study Abroad 
Office instructing her to provide proof 
that she was attending the school for 
only a semester in order to avoid the 
cancellation penalty, 

“The housing office said that we 
would have to pay the fee no matter 
what the abroad office said,” Pabari 


' said. “It caused a lot of confusion. They 


told us about the cancellation policy in 
the beginning, but a lot of us thought we 
were exempt.” 

Pabari said that her reaction would 
be different if she knew what the money 
was being used for. 

“Nothing in the [International 
House] is renovated, couches are old, 
everything is old compared to the other 
dorms,” Pabari said. “I don’t see where 
the money goes. What is the fee for? 
All they are doing is making the room 
available for students in the spring.” _ 

All students applying for campus 


housing in the fall must sign a year- 
long license agreement in order to live 
on campus, even if they know they are 


only studying here for one semester, 


according to the CSULB website. Stu- 
dents arriving in the spring only have 
to sign a semester-long contract and do 
not have to pay the fee unless they leave 
mid-semester. 3 

Education Abroad Adviser Jennifer 
Orem, who works directly with incom- 
ing exchange students, declined repeat- 
ed requests for comment.. 

Assistant Director for Education 


City DA9er@ gmail.com ‘ 


Abroad Cecilia Fidora said that she was 
unaware that semester exchange stu- 
dents had to pay the fee. 

“To me, it seems like charging $200 
to cancel might deter students from tiv- 
ing here,” Fidora said. “Hopefully it 
wouldn’t stop students from studying 
here. I think it would-be very gener- 
ous to allow an exception [for exchange 
students] in order to encourage interna- 
tionalization. I would hope the dorms 
think that’s a valid reason.” 

Fidora also said that students coming 
from abroad would prefer on campus 
housing. 

Director of Housing and Residential 
Life Carol Roberts-Corb said that the 
fee has been in place throughout the 
four years she has worked at CSULB 
and that they try to make their policy as 
consistent and clear as possible. 

“Tt’s on the application, it’s on the li- 
cense agreement that you sign, it’s on 
the two emails we send over the sum- 
mer so that you know what you’re get- 
ting into,” Roberts-Corb said. “We try. 
We inform that office [Study Abroad]. 
If they don’t do a great job of informing 
the rest of their staff then ... There is 
only so much you can do.” 

More students leave campus housing 
in the fall than apply for housing in the 
spring, according to Roberts-Corb. 

“We want to show empathy to stu- 
dents, but-we also need to, as best as we 
can, maintain our occupancy because 
that’s how we survive,” Roberts-Corb 
said. “We. don’t get funding from the 
university. We survive purely on the 
revenue we get from the students.” 


ART BUILDING 
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2 a.m., three hours past the buildings’ 
normal operating hours. ‘ 
Golshani said depending on how this 
provisional extension goes this semes- 
ter, it could be repeated during finals 
next semester. 
Safety is also a concern for some art 


students who use the FA buildings late - 


at night, such as senior drawing and 
painting major Ashley Jose-Isip. Jose- 


Isip said that even though the CSULB 
campus provides a safe environment, 
art students should still take precaution 
when they use the art classrooms late 
at night. : 

“Try to go with a friend,” Jose-Isip 
said. “Or at least keep your phone on 
you at all times, because it gets really 
dark outside depending on how late you 
stay.” 


‘Nonetheless, Jose-Isip said she - 


sometimes works on her art projects in 
the FA buildings until 1:00 a.m. 
Many art majors use the FA build- 


ings to work on their projects into the 
early hours of the morning. Accord- 
ing to Villatoro, the number of stu- 
dents who utilize the free space var- 
ies depending on the time and day, but 
chances are at least a handful of stu- 
dents will be there. 

Any student staying late on campus 
may be safely escorted across campus 
by the Night Escort Program, seven 
days a week. The program runs from 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m. Sundays through Thurs- 
days and 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Fridays 
through Saturdays. 
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seem safe,” McDonald said. 


The major concern is safety on cam-. 


pus, which is why the proposal focuses 
on the creation of pedestrian-only safe 
pathways in heavy traffic areas, ac- 
cording to Mary Stephens, vice presi- 
dent of administration and finance. 
Stephens said that the planning 
is still very preliminary and hopes 
to have everything finalized by fall 


2013. She said she has been an ad- 
vocate for the policy change because 
she feels that bikes and skateboards 
are a sustainable means of transpor- 
tation. 

“Bikes and skateboards aren’t go- 
ing anywhere anytime soon, so why 
not find a way to safely allow them?” 
Stephens said. 

Solorzano said he was impressed 
with one student’s suggestion to add 
safety orientation training that would 
allow skateboarders to obtain a permit 
upon completion. : 
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Theatre arts 


deparment 


chair to give her final bow 


Joanne Gordon will 
retire in July. 


By Evan Cornutr 
Staff Writer 


With more than 20 directorial credits 
and eight years of experience as chair 
of the Department of Theatre Arts, 
Joanne Gordon is far from idle. 

“Making theater is like falling in 
love,” Gordon said. “When you fall in 
love, you’re the most in love with the 


thing you’re doing at that moment.” 

Gordon announced that she will re- 
tire from her administrative duties in 
July 2013, but she will continue to di- 
rect and teach graduate students for the 
next five years. 

Gordon also said that her adminis- 
trative duties involved everything from 
plumbing to calling for an ambulance 
when a member of the theatre arts de- 
partment is injured. 

“All the problems ultimately land 
on this. desk,” she said. “I just turned 
65, and I’m an old lady, and I’ve got 
three grandchildren and a fourth on 
the way, and I want a life,” Gordon 
said. 
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Joanne Gordon 


Gordon has been the head of the the- 
atre arts program since 2004 and head 
of directing since 1989, directing one 
play per semester. 

' Gordon said that despite her retire- 
ment, she will still keep her favorite 
parts of her job, which include direct- 


Tuesday, December 


ing and interacting with students. 

“Joanne Gordon is an extraordinary 
educator, director, and friend,” theatre 
professor Sarah Underwood said. “I 
have had the opportunity to be in sev- 
eral plays that she has directed here 
at CalRep.” Underwood also said that 
Gordon has helped her to grow as an 
artist and a person. 

Junior theatre arts major Morgan 
MeNees has also worked with Gordon 
in theater production. 

“Joanne’s excitement is contagious,” 
McNees said. “Her creative process 
does more than to put you in the world 
of the play — it*makes the play your 
world ... Being able to learn so much 
through working with someone of her 
SADE ches is worth every bit of my tu- 
ition.” 

This semester, Gordon is directing 
“B.S.: Bukowski.Sondheim,” a play 
she created which fuses the poetry of 
Charles Bukowski with music by Ste- 


ae 


A 2012 


phen Sondheim. Gordon received per- 
mission from Bukowski’s family and 
Sondheim to produce the play, which is 
now showing at the Queen Mary until 
Dec. 8. 

“At the moment, I’m most in love 
with [‘B.S.: Bukowski.Sondheim’] 
and very, very proud of it,’ Gordon 
said. 

Gordon completed her badlereradar 
ate work in South Africa and received 
her Ph.D. at UCLA. Next semester, 
Gordon will direct “Spring Awaken- 
ing,” which she said is a rock musical. 

Underwood said that Gordon has 
challenged her in the past, which 
served to help her grow both personally 
and professionally. 

“If she believes in someone, she will 
fight for them,” Underwood said. “She 
doesn’t mince with words. I love it. 
I will say, too, that she gives the best 
notes of almost any director with whom 
I have worked.” 


STEM 
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new requirements may still be admitted 
to the STEM majors. 
“We [the university] understand 


that it will take about three years to ' 


get the word out to community college 
counselors and students,” Dowell said. 
“So we will continue to admit students 
who have not quite fully met new re- 
quirements for this transition period.” 

Still, even after admission students 
in STEM majors will be of “pre-major” 
status until they prove their capability. 
of completing their majors by passing 
certain lower division courses and 
meeting a GPA requirement, according 
to the CSULB website. 

Dowell said the new standards were 
put in place to improve the success rate 
of students entering into these chal- 
lenging. majors and to reduce the rate 
of students who, out of extreme frustra- 
tion, decide to switch majors. 

“With increases in 
changes: to financial aid, it is impera- 
tive that students. graduate having 
earned not much more than 120 units,” 
Mahoney said. 

Through implementing these higher 
standards, the university expects reten- 
tion and graduation rates to increase 
as students cOme in better prepared, 
according to Laura Kingsford, dean 
of the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics. : 

“We find that students with weak . 
quantitative skills generally do not 


tuition and — 
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Fall 2013 applicants to STEM majors will face higher requirements for admission. 


make good progress in science and 
math programs and then end up chang- 
ing majors,” Kingsford said. : 
Current CSULB students in STEM 
majors had mixed reactions to the new 
eligibility index. Nursing majors Nata- 
lie Jones and Scott Brandes said they 
“can’t imagine the admission process 
being any harder than it already is.” 
However, biology major Mariah 


Serda said that even though the new 
requirements will make the.application 
process for STEM majors more chal- 
lenging, they could benefit the students 
who are eventually accepted to the ma- 
jors. 

“The classes STEM majors take tend 
to separate the students who put in the 
effort from those who don’t,” Serda 
said. “It would be helpful if all students 


in that major were already prepared to 
take on the challenge.” 


ASI holds special 
election, starts today 


By Ryau CooLey AND 


CouRTNEY TOMPKINS 
Staff Writer 


Associated Students Inc. will hold an 
online special election today through 
Thursday in order to comply with a sys- 
tem-wide amendment made by the Cal 
State University Chancellor’s Office, 

Previously, if ASI dissolved as a cor- 


“poration, its net assets, other than trust 


funds, would have been distributed to a 
successor approved by the CSU Board 
of Trustees. 

_ Under the proposed changes to the 
Articles of Incorporation, the chaneel- 
lor alone would approve the successor 
if the corporation dissolves. 

ASI would also be required to 
change its financial reporting.standard 
from a private and/or nonprofit to a 
governmental reporting standard. 

Student governments across the 
CSU will have to amend their Articles 
of Incorporation by Dec. 31 in order to 
be in compliance with the law. ASI will 
have to obtain a two-thirds vote from 
students in order to pass the changes to 
the Articles of Incorporation. 

The link to the ballot was sent to stu- 
dents via email yesterday. Voting will 
close at 11:59 p.m. Thursday. 
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Bike and skateboard policies need reworking 


There are policies on our campus 
that restrict the use of skateboards 
and call for bicycles to remain off 
sidewalks, but we still see students 
committing these infractions every 
day. 

With such a massive campus, 
students are forced to traverse it in 
minimal amounts of time to get to 
their classes, and it’s understand- 
able why we need these devices to 
get us where we need to go. 

‘Now, this does not go for every 
biker and skateboarder on campus, 
but there are a few who seem to 
ride around with little consider- 
ation of the pedestrians around 

them. 

Our View Wit 

cidents 
piling up and the City of Long 
Beach pushing for its “Walk it or 
Lock it” campaign, which aims to 
keep bikers on the streets and off 
the sidewalks, pedestrian safety is 
of the utmost importance. 

The ban on skateboards at Cal 
State Long Beach according to 
our campus regulations states, “A 
‘skateboard’ is any board or other 
flat object which has wheels at- 
tached to-it by any means what- 
soever and which is intended to 
be propelled by pushing, pulling, 
or forces of gravity and to which 
there is not affixed any device or 
mechanism for steering.” 

A mouthful, right? Yet, it does a 
very good job at identifying what 
sort of device is not allowed on 
campus. 

However, even with this wordy description, we still see more and 
more students skateboarding. 

The policies for bicycles on campus reads, “Current regulations 
prohibit bicycles and scooters, motorized and non-motorized, on 
sidewalks or inside university buildings. Regulations also require 
bicycles and scooters to yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and _ 
direct parking so as not to block pedestrian traffic.” Also, any 
scooters or bikes not locked to bike racks can be confiscated by 
University Police. 

Even with all these polices, we still do not see them being 
enforced as much as we would think. Although skateboarding is 
prohibited all over campus, skateboarders still ride on. Maybe it is 
due to the lack of threat of getting caught. 

University Police Captain Scott Brown said in an interview, 
“Absent a complaint or officers seeing dangerous and or damag- 
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ing activity, it is at the individual officer’s discretion as to when 
they stop.” However, data shows that skateboarding ticketing has 
increased. So, maybe if this trend continues, less and less skate- 
boarders will be seen on campus. 

As far as bikes go, the main problem is students flying around on 
campus and hitting walkers. A place where this becomes a problem 
is on West Campus Drive, with bikers racing down the sidewalk 
heading to lower campus. The road does not have a bike lane, so 
unless bikers ride in the street, there is really nowhere else for them 
to go. The street then leads to a big turn full of shuttles, cars, pedes- 
trians and other bikers in front of Brotman Hall. ; 

This area just seems dangerous for everyone, but there is really 
nothing that can be done other than finding room for a bike lane. 
That seems unlikely, because West Campus Drive is only wide 
enough for two lanes with shuttles and buses taking up most of the 
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street. 

For our own safety, we would really like to see campus police 
crack down on skateboarders. The University Police and Facilities 
Management are working out a plan that would propose pedestrian- 
only areas around highly-populated areas on campus. Skateboards 
are still a reliable source for transportation, and banning them 
altogether has not seemed to work. 

Bike lanes added to campus streets would also be a welcomed 
change to West Campus Drive, where danger is present. 

However, finding a middle ground may be the answer, as long 
as the area around the newsroom is included. We do not want to be 
run over too. Not all bikers and skateboarders drive like maniacs; it 
is just the select few who really could care less. They are the ones 
most likely to run down students or faculty and injure us sooner 
rather than later. 


Bob Costas should stick to his guns when it comes to his opinion 


NBC’s Bob Costas came under much scrutiny 
after he made references to gun control during 
Sunday night’s Philadelphia Eagles and Dallas 


tas took the opportunity on network television to 
express his views on guns. Costas said, “If Jovan 
Belcher didn’t possess a gun, he and Kasandra 


ing taking away Second Amendment rights. 
He was not.” Instead, it was explained Costas 
is “in favor of people owning guns to hunt and 


this conversation doesn’t belong on an NFL tele-- 
cast, but what was said has been said, and Costas 
should stick to whatthe believes in. 
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Cowboys football game. 

The comments were not out of context. Just the 
day before, Kansas City Chiefs linébacker Jovan 
Belcher killed his girlfriend and subsequently 
committed suicide in the stadium parking lot 
after thanking his coach and general manager 
for his opportunity in the NEL. Belcher’s death 
shocked the sports world and was surprising due 
to his youth and lack of illness or injury. 

Of course, as remorseful as the day was, Cos- 


Perkins would both be alive today.” — carrying them in reasonably controlled circum- 
While this may be left up stances.” 

for scrutiny, gun supporters 

wasted no time in lambasting 

Costas online and forcing his 

publicist to make an announce- 

ment the following morning to-clear up what 


At the same time, people who get in a fuss at 

what Costas said are just as much a part of the 
I’ve learned the hard way not problem as Costas. 
Ce ASEN DOERR to advocate gun control, and If you think Costas poses any threat to gun 
I know how quickly gun sup- control, you are out of your mind. “a ‘ 
porters will turn to defend the All Costas does is talk sports, and he works for 

Second Amendment. a company that skewers Olympics coverage. He is 
Costas had said. However, | think it is sad that Costas — or the not an opinion leader in any right. 

The announcement said that Costas “feels an powers that be at NBC — feel his opinions must Chasen Doerr is a senior journalism major 
unfortunate leap was taken that he was advocat- _ be toned down and apologized for. Yes, maybe and the opinions editor for the Daily 49er. 
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Ancient Sumerians, rogue planets and doomsdays, oh my 


I, for one, find it hard to keep track of all the 
cataclysmic events that many people believe are 
set to occur on Dec. 21. 

For those who have been living under a rock 
for the past few years, the aforementioned date is 
what many incredibly stupid people believe will 
mark the end of the world; with a wide range of 
events set to take place to throw the world into 
disarray. 

It seems that one of these doomsday events is « 
prophesied every decade or so. 

On the eve of the year 2000, throngs of the 
inane wondered if computers would be able to 
make that eventful date shift from “99”.to “00” 
without causing a global collapse and leading to 
widespread panic. 

This time, the panic, which is very real among 
many, involves a commonly held theory that a 
rogue planet called Nibiru, which was apparently 
discovered by ancient Sumeria, will somehow 
collide with Earth and kill everything and every- 
one. ; 

According to a Noy. 29 article in the Daily 
Mail, some are even worried about the Earth’s 
magnetic field inexplicably reversing, as well 
as the equally laughable notion that the Earth is 
“heading towards a black hole at the center of the 
Milky Way.” ; 


New post-traumatic stress disorder treatment should be approved 


A recent study has shown that low doses of 
MDMA, otherwise known as ecstasy, combined 
with psychotherapy and treatment can signifi- 
cantly reduce the severity of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

The study began in the early 2000s by South 
Carolina psychiatrist Dr. Michael Mithoefer and 
his wife, nurse Anne Mithoefer, in collaboration 
with the Multidisciplinary Association for Psy- 
chedelic Studies or MAPS. Researchers from the 
Medical University of South Carolina reported 
that the treatment was highly successful. 

The Journal of Psychopharmacology published 
the results that 83 percent of participants were no 
longer qualified for a PTSD diagnosis after two 
months. The study primarily focused on survivors 
of sexual assault, but extended to military veter- 
ans after the numbers of these PTSD cases rose. 

The treatment includes two doses of pure 
MDMA in an extended therapy session, fol- 
lowed by another dose after three to five weeks 
of therapy without the drug. The focus of these 


IVES OF 


Cl 


“What the hell is wrong with people? 

Irrational 
beliefs like these 
doomsday scenar- 
ios are infinitely 
funny to the rest 
of us non-crazies 
who know they 
will not come to 
fruition. 

On the flipside, 
this just goes to 
show how faith 
can be dangerous. 

In fact, accord- 
ing to the article, 
David Morrison, a 
NASA astrobiolo- 
gist, “receives a 
large number of 
emails and letters 
from worried 
citizens, most 
often from young 
people. Some 
say they can’t eat, or are 
too worried to sleep, while 


’ others say they are suicidal.” 


sessions is to relieve the patient of the disorder’s 
symptoms, including flashbacks, anxiety, depres- 
sion, insomnia, nightmares and hyperarousal. The 
Mithoefers reported that the patients’ symptoms 
reduced by 75 percent after treatment. The treat- 
ment varies between patients. Some are more 
affected by MDMA than others. 

The psychedelic drug, known formally as 
3,4-methylenedioxy-N-me- 
thylamphetamine, provided 
twice the relief compared to 
non-MDMaA therapy. 

According to the study, the 
drug lessens overreactions in the brain by alter- 
ing hard-wired connections between conscious 
thought and emotional reactions. It releases 
serotonin, norepinephrine, dopamine and oxyto- 
cin, while redirecting activity in the amygdala, a 
region in the brain that is activated during fearful, 
threatening situations. 

Dr. Julie Holland, a psychiatrist studying the 
safety of the drug, reported that the controlled 


GERRY WACHOVSKY 


KRISTA BROOKS 


So to get this straight, there are people out 
there who would 
rather kill them- 
selves than see 
to it that society 
makes it past Dec. 
21, unscathed, 
which it undoubt- 
edly will. 

If your life is 
so meaningless 
that the ridiculous 
notion of the “end 
of the world” 
‘seems real to you, 
good riddance. 

I am confident 
that nobody read- 
ing this article 


that group, as we 
are all educated 
college students, 
right? 

For us sane 
people, the day in ques- 
tion will simply mark the 
21st day of the 12th month, and I can assure you . 


environment diminishes most risks associated 
with MDMA. 

Harvard psychiatrist Dr. John Halpern studied 
the neurotoxicity of the treatment and found that 
the occasional dosage does not produce any cog- 
nitive damage’'to patients with the disorder. 

According to MAPS, almost one in seven ser- 
vice members returning from Iraq and Afghani- 
stan suffer from PTSD. Many 
of these cases lead to suicidal 
acts. 

In 2011, the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs spent close 
to $5.5 billion on 275,000 veterans for PTSD dis- 
ability payments. This number is expected to rise 
this year. 

With $15 million, MAPS is working towards 
supplementing these costs with the MDMA 
therapy with a 10-year plan to make the drug 
FDA approved for prescription medicine. 

The drug, if approved, will only be applicable 
for this form of medical treatment.and therapy. It 


actually falls into - 


beyond the shadow of a doubt that the world will 
continue on Dec. 22. 

According to NASA, the notion of Nibiru and 
other “wayward planets” are simply Internet 
hoaxes with no basis in fact, and the polar shift 
theory is also an impossibility. 

The irrational beliefs exhibited by some 
in this perceived “approaching apocalypse” 
should really serve as a tool to show the rest of 
humanity what a danger the idea of blind faith 
can be. 

After all, is there really much difference be- 
tween a terrorist who is willing to kill themselves 
based on faith alone in the name of religion and 
a doomsday prophesier who is willing to do the 
same based on an irrational faith that the planet 
will end, despite scientific proof of the opposite? 
Not really. 

I am not saying that these people who believe 
the end is nigh are inherently dangerous, at least 
not in the sense a terrorist is dangerous. 

I am simply saying that faith, in all forms, can 
be so powerful that it can often trump science in 
the eyes‘of many people who would otherwise be 
considered intelligent. : 

That is perhaps the saddest thing of all. 

Gerry Wachovsky is a graduate student and 
columnist for the Daily 49er. 


has been supported primarily by nonprofit groups 
to help these veterans. Similar studies are being 
conducted in Switzerland, Israel and Britain with 
MDMA, LSD and marijuana. 

. With the increasing costs of support and grow- e 
ing number in PTSD veterans, this treatment is a 
step in the right direction. _ 

The study is still small but is the only known 
medication to aid PTSD other than antidepres- 
sants. CNN has investigated this treatment and 
found several families whose lives were signifi- 
cantly better after overcoming PTSD. This new 
therapy movement is not political; it is a health 
issue regarding veterans that are scarred with 
the events they have survived. The Mithoefer’s 
study is an eight- to 10-hour treatment that could 
change a life forever. With 15 of 21 people com- 
pletely recovered from the disorder, this practice 
and therapy should be approved and help others 
as soon as possible. : 

Krista Brooks is a junior journalism major and 
the assistant opinions editor for the Daily 49er. 
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‘Lemon Boots’ is an imaginative, unique adventure 


The play used avant-garde 
movement, puppetry and 
music to tell its story. 


By JACKIE Rosas 
Staff Writer 


All conventional manners of the theatre are left 
behind in the final University Player’s production 
of the semester, “Lemon Boots,” which just finished 
its run on Saturday. This production was directed by 
Ezra LeBank and conceived by the entire company of 
undergrads. This unique piece was performed in the 
Studio Theatre of the CSULB Theatre Arts building 
during the final weeks of November. 

“Lemon Boots” is a movement piece, so there is 
minimal speaking throughout the production. The 
story follows the title character Lemon, played in turn 
by Penny De Vera, Chelsea Brynd, Liliana Frandsen, 
Lottie Frick, Marissa Ibarra, Jocelyn Sanchez and 


Rachel Zink, who goes on an independent journey of ° 


self-discovery. The cast use their bodies to create a 
beautiful world with their physicality and creativity. 

_ Coming into the theater, audience members had the 

- options to either sit in the chairs or on the floor levels 
next to the stage. Members of the company were se- 
cretly embedded within the audience, so when the 
lights dimmed to signal the start of the show, the au- 
dience involvement was announced and encouraged. 
Each of the women in the ensemble represents 

- Lemon in an inventive leg of her journey. One of the 

most beautiful parts of the show happens when most 

of the cast is behind a huge curtain upstage and large 

shadows are projected. The combination of the music 

and Lemon’s adventure with the shadow characters is 

incredibly moving. 

Another fascinating scene involves the entire cast 

as a living room. In small groups, the cast members 

represents living room furniture while the front-row 


audience stands up as the walls of the room. The fur- 
niture interacts with their residents, played by Sebas- 
tian Arboleda, as their attitude toward him turns from 
obedience to deception to violence in a quick seces- 
sion which makes for a marvelous fight scene. 

With only the use of their bodies, the cast’s ability 
to portray a variety of topics, such as fear, curiosity 
and tender care was truly impressive. No words were 
spoken, yet the universality of these feelings affected 


Courtesy oF Kerry IAN PoLAKOFF 
Rachel Zink and Penny De Vera confront a shadow creature ina segment of “Lemon Boots.” 


the audience in a unique way. The lack of words left 
room for interpretation of the story, so each person in 
the audience was on their own independent journey, 
just like Lemon. 

The combination of the lighting, costume design, 
movement and music made for a beautiful collabora- 
tive piece. The imagination, ingenuity, and dedication 
of the “Lemon Boots” team made for a unique experi- 
ence for the whole audience to enjoy. 


ampus 
alendar 


Dec. 4 


Student Art Galleries 
12-5 pm. 

CSULB School of Art 

Come and see BFA students 
showcase their works in sculp- 
ture, ceramics, drawings and 
paintings. Senior students from 
the sculpture and ceramics pro- 
gram will have exhibits in this 
week’s gallery. Admission is free. 


Chill 
10 a.m.- 9 p.m. 
Queen Mary 


Celebrate the holiday season 

at this cold wonderland. This 
event has access to an ice king- 
dom, ice tubing, ice-skating and 
a holiday village. This is open to 
the public and prices range from 
$12.95 to $24.95. 


Coffeehouse Art Show 
5:30 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

Portfolio Coffeehouse 

Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy 
some art by Zimbabwe born art- 
ist Emma-Louise Vezey. 
Admission is free. 


Bixby Park Farmer’s 


Market 

3-8 p.m. 

130 Cherry Ave. 

Keep it local and pick up some 
fresh groceries at the weekly 
Bixby Park farmers market. 
Thisis a certified farmers 
market with produce grown 
exclusively in California. 


ted 


on blu-ray” & dvd december 11 
www.facebook.com/tedisreal 


university 


GET STUFFED AT THE 
TED MUNCHIES TRUCK! 
FREE PIZZA AND MORE! 
SPECIAL PRIZING FOR 
THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE! 


december 6* 


‘11am to 3pm 
hhs lawn 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TEST PREPARATION 
WORKSHOPS 


GRE, LSAT, GMAT, SAT, CBEST, 
CSET, RICA 


As educators, we know that great 
teachers make for great classes so 
our philosophy has always been to 
use fully crendentialed teachers 
with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom 
experience, This is the basis for 
our high quality programs at 
affordable prices. _ 

$260-$450 (Materials 
Included) REPEAT FOR FREE 
Programs Offered By: 

California State University Long 
Beach 

Continuing and Professional 
Education 

562-985-5561 
www.ccpe.csulb.edu 

BTPS Testing 

800-426-2769 


www.btpstesting.com 


IN A BAND AND LOOKING FOR 
PUBLICITY? 


KNOW A LOCAL BAND YOU 
WANT TO REVIEW? 


Long Beach arts and : 
entertainment calendar of events 


Find reviews and information 
about local venues 


Ina band? 

Send us your information! 
Know a band or venue? 
Send us the details. 

We'd love to hear your ideast 


Get in contact with Distractions 
by The Beach at 


www.Daily49er.com/Diversions 


STAY CONNECTED! 

Sign’ up for breaking news email 
alerts and be able to surf through 
conent right in your email! 


Sign up at daily49er.com/register 
EYE CARE for STUDENTS 
$99 SPECIAL 


Includes: Eye exam & eye glasses 
Or 


Eye exam & 1 pair of disposable 
contact lenses 


Or 

20% off eye exam ° 

20% off eye glasses 

10% off contact lenses 

20% off prescription sunglasses 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
6541 E. Spring Street 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
EapOptometry.com’ 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 


Be ani advocate for global change. . 


“Master of Arts in Social 


Entrepreneurship and Change 


In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 


Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 


‘And it’s 40% online, for working 


professional. 


Call (886) 503-5467 to speak 
with your education program 
recruiter, Tammy Hong. | 


Follow @49erSports on Twitter 
For all things LBSU 


www.daily49er.com/sports 


Cartoonists Wanted 
Join the Daily 49er and see your 


work here! Contact us at 


eicd49er@gmail.com 


71 OFFICE SPACE 


FOR LEASE 


CSULB adjacent, 


1,252 SF, rarely vacant 
office, 


1945 Palo Verde Ave. 
Call Dr. Singh at 562-799- 
0116. 


davids.re@hotmail.com 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


Your 


facebook. 


cCustter 


Goto 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE 
[| NO REFUNDS (| MINIMUM SIZE: 3 LINES 


*NEW CLASSIFICATION LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE. 


*PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE 
CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. 


TO PLACE AD ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM 


PRINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 
(IF ALL CAPS, 27 CHARACTERS). 


Special Instructions: BLD, ITALIC, ETC. 


LEVITT.LAW, APC 


DUI DEFE 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DUI : 


RATE PER DAY: 


$2.00/ine 
$1.50/line 


-$1.00/Aine’ 
$ .90Aine 


$ .80/line 


Additional $1.00 charge for bold 


Beach Cats 


We're seeking dedicated 
volunteers to help care 
for campus cats. 


Please call 
562/233-6364 


COQL T-SHIRTS! 
AWESOME DESIGNS! 
ONLY $10!! 


WWW.GOATWEAR.NET 


No. of Runs 


1 day 

2-4 days 

5 - 20 days 

21 + days 
semester rate 


Daily Cost 
Bold Charge=$ _— 


Balance Due 


. Announcements 
. Organizations. 

. Typing 

. Volunteers 

. Insurance 

. Travel 

. Lost 

. Found 

. Legal Services - 
. Child Care 

. School & instruction 


: iierichice 

. English Tutoring 

. Tutor Needed 

. Pets 

. Employment Opport. 
. Auditions 

. Jobs Wanted 

. Misc for Sale 

. Computers for Sale 
. Music Lessons 

. Boats 


. Apts/ Houses Wanted 
. Roommates Wanted 
. Apts. for Rent 

. Houses for Rent 

. Rooms for Rent 

. Condos for Rent 

. Condos for Sale 

. Houses for Sale 

. Motorcycles | 

. Used Cars for Sale 

. Used Cars Wanted 
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Long Beach State falls to Fresno State 
despite double-double from Ennis 


The 49ers held a six- 
point lead at halftime 


but eventually fell to 
the Bulldogs, 64-59. 


By DANIEL VAN HOOSIER 
Staff Writer 


A lackluster second half perfor- 
mance from the Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team allowed Fresno 
State to exact some revenge on the back 
end of a home-and-home set. 

After defeating the Bulldogs (4-3), 
69-61, just over a week ago on the road, 
The Beach (3-4) fell 64-59 at the Walter 
Pyramid on Monday night. 

Despite a six-point halftime lead and 
a career-high 23 points and 13 rebounds 
from senior guard James Ennis, LBSU 
just couldn’t keep pace with Fresno af- 
ter the break. 

“The loss is tough because we’re not 
holding a winning streak, and we lost 
on our home floor,” Ennis said. “We had 
no urgency, didn’t smell blood. We were 
up; we should have come out and kept 
on punching them. We let back and they 
took advantage. We just have to move on 
and prepare ourselves for Syracuse.” 

Ennis ‘also tallied two assists, two 
blocks and a steal. 


Three-point shooting was the differ- 
ence in the second half, as the Bulldogs 
connected on five of their nine shots 
from behind the arc. The 49ers, on the 
other hand, failed to get even one of 
their seven 3-point shots to drop. 

Tyler Johnson, who has averaged 7.2 
points and 2.2 rebounds per contest for 
Fresno State, torched The Beach for 19 
points and five rebounds while draining 
three of his six shots from long range. 

The junior guard put an unofficial 
seal on the contest with a breakaway 
dunk that gave the Bulldogs their big- 
gest lead of the night at-62-54. 

The ‘Niners shot a woeful 54.5 percent 
(18-for-33) from the free-throw line and 
committed 15 turnovers on the night. 

LBSU head coach Dan Monson said 
the team took a step back in terms of 
finding its identity after winning back- 
to-back games for the first time this sea- 
son. He added that even with'a daunting 
weekend schedule including matchups 
at No. 4 Syracuse and No. 7 Ohio State, 


the season is not decided until Big West 
Conference play begins. 

“Those games aren’t going to define 
our year; even this game is not going to 
define our year,” he said. “Who we are 
is going to be defined by how we play in 
January, February and March.” 

Monson also attributed the adjust- 


ment period to the fact that the squad - 


is still trying to learn how to play with 
one another. 

“Learning to get there is not going 
to be a direct line,” he said. “It’s just 
too many new parts and too many new 
roles for guys. Unfortunately we took a 
big step back tonight, but that’s going 
to happen with a new group like this. 
They did a good job the last two games 
of digging games out and they let one 
go today. It’s part of the pre-season and 
getting better.” 

The Beach will now travel to New 
York for a matchup at Syracuse on 
Thursday. The game will be televised 
on ESPN 2. 


Comparing Halves for LBSU 
1st Half 
Points aL 


2nd Half . 
| 28. 


FG % 55.0% 29.6% 
3 FG % _ oo, | 00% 


Rebounds 17 


19 


Kyusunc Gone | DaiLy 49eR 


James Ennis (11) scored a career-high 23 points against Fresno State. 


PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY 


Graduate School of Education and Psychology 


Begin your career as 
a mental health professional. 


> Master of Arts in Psychology 
> Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology with an Emphasis in Marriage 


Scan for — 
afree — 
information — 

packet! 


and Family Therapy (LMFT and LPCC) 


The first step is a graduate degree from Pepperdine University. Offering a master’s degree in psychology and a master’s 
degree in clinical psychology with an emphasis in marriage and family therapy, Pepperdine has flexible afternoon and 
evening classes designed for the working professional. We also offer a full-time day format at our Malibu campus. 


Call (866) 503-5460 to speak with your psychology program recruiter, Nicole Basset-Goodkind. 
ENCINO « IRVINE * WEST LOS ANGELES ¢ WESTLAKE VILLAGE ¢ ONLINE - 
GSEP PEPPERDINE.EDU 


